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Faculty and Staff at Pioneer are trying a new, positive approach, to student referrals. 

Pioneer Academy has seen a significant increase in student behavioral referrals during 

the first semester of the 2021-2022 school year. This is a trend that is echoed in other 

Carson City schools and throughout the nation. The effects of the COVID 19 Pandemic 

are likely a major factor in the increase in referrals. To help change the climate on 

campus, Pioneer staff decided to apply a different alternative to the “referral” idea, a 

positive one. Teachers and staff have been writing students up for helping another 

student, going above and beyond in class discussions, or just being consistently 

productive in the classroom. Students who receive a “positive referral” get called to the 

office where they are told what they did and what teacher recognized them. Students 

also receive a ticket for each referral they get and at the end of the semester there will 

be a drawing for a prize. 

 

Pioneer Discovers Again 

 

 

Positivity 

 

Pioneer students participated in two project Discovery days. Both were to be held at 

the ropes course on Mt. Rose however bad weather caused one day to be moved to the 

Carson City Community Center (CCCC). Nearly twenty students worked together to 

develop their teamwork and leadership skills in the CCCC gym. Weather cooperated for 

the second day and another group was able to go to the ropes course.  Pioneer closed 

  
 

out the season for Project 

Discovery, this was the latest ropes 

course date they have ever hosted. 

The Project Discovery development 

program activities were halted for a 

year and a half due to the COVID 19 

Pandemic and judging by the 

enthusiasm and results of the 

students these activities have been 

missed. 



 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pioneer Student Places 7th  

in First Ever Tournament! 
 

In this event, students give speeches in favor of or in opposition to the submitted legislation, and then face a one minute 

questioning period. Students are scored on a scale of 1 through 6 on presentation, argumentation, organization and logical 

use of evidence. Ragan gave three speeches and asked a lot of great questions, according to judge Jade Whitbeck.  

Congressional Debate differs from other events in the way that students are ranked. In each of two sessions, the group has a 

different judge. Each judge picks two students who stand out as judge favorites. The scores of each student’s speeches in both 

rounds are averaged to give them an overall score. The top scorers and judges picks all end up in the running for placement 

in the event. These student’s names are given to the entire Congress chamber, and the students place them in order of who 

they think placed 1st, 2nd, 3rd, etc.  

Ragan placed 7th in a group of 30 competitors, most of whom have far more experience. The students who placed 1 through 

6 had all competed in some sort of debate event throughout the 2020-2021 season.  When asked how his experience was, 

Connor said “The whole tournament was just a blast! I thought it was pretty interesting to see how other kids structure 

their debates and how they execute their speeches. It was great to just sit down and talk about my views with the other 

debaters, who were all very nice. I will definitely be competing in the text tournament, but this time, I'm going to place 

1st instead of 7th!” 

The next tournament will be November 19th and 20th, hosted by McQueen High School. If you are interested in 

volunteering to judge, contact coach Jill Shufelt at 283-1217 or jshufelt@carson.k12.nv.us for more information. 

 

Pioneer High School’s Speech and Debate team has had a late but great 

start to the 2021-2022 season. Covid 19’s Delta variant not only knocked 

out the teams coach for two weeks, but has caused more strict regulations 

for tournament participation. PHS missed the first tournament as a result 

of these complications. In spite of all of the obstacles, freshman Connor 

Ragan was happy to attend the Wooster tournament on Saturday, October 

16th. Ragan competed in Congressional Debate, an event designed to run 

like a much quicker version of real Congress sessions. The students debate 

“legislation” which has been written by their peers and act as 

“Representatives” while debating topics ranging from Covid 19 vaccination 

doses to the safety concerns of trick or treating in the midst of the 

pandemic. Ragan spent time preparing questions and gathering statistics 

on both sides of the issue for every piece of legislation, and his hard work 

paid off. 

 

 

Two new activity clubs have recently started for students to participate in after 

school. Ms. Westre is the advisor for a volleyball club. The club meets after school 

from 2:30 to 3:30 on Tuesdays and Fridays. Students and staff are welcome to join 

in and have fun while developing their spiking and blocking abilities. Ms. Ward is 

the advisor for the roller-skating club. As a recipient of the Donors Choose grant 

project, the club received nearly a thousand dollars in skate equipment. Students 

have a variety of skate sizes to use to skate to their favorite tunes in the gym. The 

roller-skating club meets after school from 2:30 to 3:30 on Mondays and 

Wednesdays 

 

Pioneer clubs 

mailto:jshufelt@carson.k12.nv.us


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

Announcements 

 

Occasionally all that is needed to create a bit of success is a change in the setting. 

This was the case for Pioneer Academy senior, James Mason. Three years ago 

James joined the Pioneer family in search of a program that would help him feel 

more connected as an individual. He wasn’t doing poorly in his previous school, 

but he recognized he was not reaching his potential. What was particularly 

challenging for James was his ability to break out of his shell and, his words, “not 

be so shy”. Moving to Pioneer has helped James become free of his shyness and 

break out of his shell. The smaller setting helped produce a comfortable 

atmosphere where James has opened up to more of his peers to create more 

friendships. James has also felt more comfortable to reach out to his teachers and 

made connections that helped him become more successful.  

Now pulling in A’s and B’s for grades, James is planning to attend Western Nevada 

College next fall that will lead to a program in Landscape architecture or medical 

technology. James credits much of his success to his family for supporting him 

through tough times and always encouraging him to do better. He also is thankful 

for Mrs. Allen and Mr. Logan, two Pioneer teachers, who were always there for 

him and helped him develop the skill to navigate how to get things done. 

 

Senior Spotlight 

 

Senior student, Faith Chavez has attended Pioneer Academy all four years of her 

high school career. She is currently on track to graduate in June and start classes at 

Western Nevada College next year. Faith stated she has always had a hard time 

trying to figure out what she wanted to do after high school but is leaning towards 

college to become an OBGYN doctor. Faith said “The journey will definitely be one 

of a kind, but I’m ready for every obstacle that comes my way, that has been one of 

my dreams since I was a little girl.”  

A couple of years ago Faith lost a relative who was like a brother to her in an 

accident. The incident had the potential to keep her in a place where depression 

and grief could hold her back and prevent her success. She found strength from the 

support of her family and from her Pioneer family. She has never forgotten about 

her relative and thinks of him when she is making important decisions. “You only 

get one life, and that is something so valuable to overlook” she says. 

Along with strong family support, Faith credits her Pioneer teachers for her success. 

She says without their love and motivational support she wouldn’t be where she is 

today. Faith had a shout out to Mrs. Allen, Pioneer English teacher, who has helped 

her find a better understanding of her subjects, helped her become more outgoing 

and in general a better person. We are confident that Faith will continue to have 

great success after high school and she will be missed.  

 

Abraham Lincoln proclaimed 
Thanksgiving a national holiday on 
October 3, 1863. 
 
The tradition of football on 
Thanksgiving began in 1876 with a 
game between Yale and Princeton. 

The average number of calories 
consumed on Thanksgiving is 4,500. 
 

Thanksgiving Trivia 



 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Corner Counselors Gratitude is attitude 

 

Gratitude shifts your mindset.  Gratitude is a thankful appreciation for what you have, not what you don’t have.  When you 
express gratitude you feel more positive and are more intentional. Developing an attitude of gratitude requires a mindset 
shift to make it a daily habit to be grateful for and thankful for everything you appreciate in life. Gratitude is important 
because what you appreciate grows and increases in value.  When you practice gratitude your relationships, your work, your 
health, and your mindset become more important to you. 
Being grateful improves your self-confidence and enhances your enjoyment of the present moment.  When you feel grateful 
daily, you feel more positive and are more present at the moment. Here are 5 steps by Mark Pettit to help create a habit of 
gratitude. 
 
1. Appreciate everything 
To cultivate an attitude of gratitude look for things to appreciate daily.  Develop active gratitude. With active gratitude, you 

consciously look for ways to be grateful and express appreciation.  Expressing gratitude becomes a choice. 

2. Express gratitude every day  
To cultivate an attitude of gratitude, it’s important to express gratitude daily. 
Developing a gratitude practice of acknowledging what you’re thankful for or appreciate every day, will expand the value of 
the things you are grateful for. Expressing gratitude daily builds positive habits, and forces you to appreciate every day, even 
if you’ve had a bad day. 
 
3. Surround yourself with gratitude mindset focused people 
To develop an attitude of gratitude, it’s important to surround yourself with people who also have a gratitude mindset. 
When you surround yourself with people who practice gratitude, your gratitude and appreciation grow.  You feel happier, 
more positive, more energized, and more motivated when you spend time in a positive environment. 
 
4. Take ownership of your present   
Developing an attitude of gratitude starts with appreciating and giving thanks for what you have.  Being happy about what 
you’ve achieved and giving thanks to the people in your life increases your gratitude. When you take ownership of the 
present moment, you choose to be grateful.  You choose to be optimistic and positive about the present 
 
5. Commit to a gratitude practice  
When you commit to a daily gratitude practice your mindset and thinking change.  When you appreciate things that matter, 
you get more insight into what’s important to you. It helps you understand why things are important and why certain things 
and people are valuable to you. Committing to a gratitude practice helps you understand why you appreciate certain things 
rather than others.  You also get to see the positive effect your gratitude has on others. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    Counselor:  
    Cary Jordan 

775-283-1323 

cjordan@carson.k12.nv.us 

Social Worker:  
Danielle Langum 
          775-283-1326 

          dlangum@carson.k12.nv.us 

If you are having computer or other tech issues contact Mr. Lewis 

jlewis@carson.k12.nv.us or stop by the office and explain the issue. 

Tech Issues? 

Announcements 

 

Former staff member Conny Hernandez and her family have once again partnered with Pioneer to donate thanksgiving 

dinners to Pioneer Academy families and other families around the district. With the help of her family, Mrs. Henandez 

provided enough food to feed 30 families a thanksgiving meal complete with turkey, apple cider and pumpkin pie. 

Pioneer students helped box the food to get it ready to deliver to schools around Carson City. 

 

Thanksgiving giving 

The leadership food drive is in full swing, bring in nonperishable food items to help people in our community. 

Cheer on the speech and debate team as they compete at McQueen High School this weekend. 

School is out all next week for the Thanksgiving break. Return to school on Monday November 29th. 

mailto:jlewis@carson.k12.nv.us

